
I support an Indigenous Voice to Parliament because it really 
matters. For too long we have been making decisions for 
indigenous people in all sorts of communities, about all sorts 
of issues – from health to education, from housing to how 
they spend their money. We have invested much money in all 
these projects and still the statistics about housing, health, 
life expectancy and educational outcomes fall far short of 
those of the wider community. 

“It is 14 years since the then Labor Government released the 
first Closing the Gap Framework in 2008. Fourteen years 
in which governments have endeavoured with goodwill and 
integrity to realise the framework’s intentions and aspira-
tions. But for some of the targets, what we so gently call 
a gap has remained a chasm.” (The Hon Anthony Albanese 
speech 2021)

Closing the Gap was designed to make a difference, using 
measures and data gathered to enable better decision 
making, hopefully narrowing the gap. Sadly in the most 
recent report, The Hon Linda Burney, Minister for Indige-
nous Australians reported that only four of the 18 socio-eco-
nomic targets are on track and four have gone backwards 
(Commonwealth Closing the Gap Report 2022)

My hope is that when we have embedded the Indigenous 
Voice to Parliament in the Constitution, we will not be 
making decisions FOR indigenous people, but rather WITH 
them. For example, we know indigenous people are family 
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oriented, have a traditional respect for elders and have prac-
tices thousands of years old. If we trusted this knowledge, 
some new ideas might be on the table. The advice provided 
may call on traditional knowledge, but will also need to have 
contemporary relevance and possibly some immediacy. If 
we listen, it may mean that we find a better response to the 
issue of the over representation of young indigenous men in 
custody. There are already some examples of elders working 
in small communities to reverse this and if national decision 
makers listen to these elders, they may find a better way of 
making decisions which keep young people out of jail.  

I am concerned about those who are asking for more and 
more detail on the upcoming referendum question. I cannot 
help but feel that these people are not interested in refining 
or informing us on the change to the constitution but rather, 
the defeat of the referendum. I think it has been made abun-
dantly clear that the Voice to Parliament will be just that, a 
voice. Where there is an issue impacting indigenous people, 
the Government of the day will seek advice from the relevant 
indigenous group(s). The source of this advice may vary 
depending on the location and the nature of the issues. For 
example, specific advice and consultation provided when an 
issue is to do with a sacred site and mining rights, will differ 
from that provided when designing educational programs 
which ensure that students have a good chance of completing 
secondary school.

Indigenous students entering and completing higher educa-
tion is of special interest to me. We are seeing some improve-
ment in participation in post school education, thanks to 
the efforts of the individuals concerned and of some progres-
sive schools. One outcome is that there are now some 400 
qualified indigenous doctors. This is a pleasing fact, but at 
the same time, we recently read about the appointment of 
Lincoln Crowley, the first indigenous judge to be appointed to 
the Supreme Court of Queensland (National Indigenous Times 
13-06-2022). It is remarkable that it took until 2022 for this 



to occur. I look forward to the day when it is not remarkable 
that indigenous people achieve positions of responsibility 
across the community. Of course they should be acknowl-
edged and recognised, but it should not be remarkable. 

We have already made some progress in understanding and 
appreciating indigenous art and culture. Indigenous visual 
and performing arts are now much more common in our 
galleries and theatres. There are indigenous companies such 
as Bangarra Dance Company and leaders such as Daniel 
Riley the Artistic Director of the Australian Dance Theatre.  
The NGV has made significant additions of indigenous art to 
their collection. There are commercial galleries selling works 
to collectors. It is no longer remarkable to see an indigenous 
art work or a performance. 

Perhaps if we were really listening, we might benefit from  
the knowledge and experiences of our indigenous fellow 
citizens – about how people learn differently, how they care 
for each other across generations, how they express them-
selves through the arts, how they nurture the land and much 
more. We may in fact all learn something from listening to 
this wisdom.

The Uluru Statement from the Heart has provided us with 
the invitation to bring us closer together. I sincerely hope the 
Australian people will give the Voice a chance. 
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