
Being asked, as a non-indigenous person, to write in support 
of an Indigenous Voice to Parliament, brings to mind the 
words of the Dr Seuss character, The Lorax. ”I speak for the 
trees, for the trees have no tongues”. Has our treatment of 
First Nations people resulted in removal of not only their 
land, but also an undermining of health, dignity, and culture, 
and ultimately of their Voice?

Why have we failed to walk beside them and listen to and 
understand each other? It is truly time that this be addressed.

Being aware that the outcome of a Voice to parliament would 
hopefully alter and improve connections between us all, and 
make for a better future, I felt that I should ask those whose 
future it will be - our younger generations. Any decisions we 
make now, will affect the world they will live in, so what kind 
of Australia do younger Australians envisage?

Hence, without giving my own view, I asked my grandchil-
dren the simple question “Tell me what you know about the 
proposal for an indigenous Voice to Parliament?” There are 8 
grandchildren, aged from 8 to 19, 2 of whom will be able to 
vote on the proposal. They live in a different world to the one 
their grandparents grew up in. They are in multi-cultural 
schools and worry about climate change, refugees, and future 
financial security. They live in a digital world, though rarely 
see television news or a newspaper.
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The younger children said:

“I think it’s a good idea”. 

“They should have a Voice. Why?. Because this was, and still 
is, their land. They were the original people of the land, and 
they should make decisions about it ’’.

“We need to respect their culture and things that are important 
to them, a Voice would do that”.

The older ones were more insistent and had a note of 
urgency:

“It is important to take in someone’s opinion, when an action 
you take affects their culture and the way they live”.

“I am all for it, as it will provide self-determination, rather than 
symbolic representation’’.

‘’The proposal is vital and important, and it’s a tragedy that 
it’s not already in place’’.

“I am really invested in the Indigenous Voice to Parliament. 
For how much systemic abuse First Nations Australians have 
faced, and how much their cultures enrich our country. It is 
key to our future, that they have a direct channel to the govern-
ment, and have an impact on policy, especially those regarding 
their traditional lands’’.

And finally, this: 

“It is appalling that this hasn’t been done already. This is  
he bare minimum and we have not done it. It may not matter 
what a privileged white person like me thinks, because it  
may not affect me directly. However, it will affect future  
aboriginal generations, so it is so much more important that 
we support them’’. 



For all First Nations peoples and for all Australians, espe-
cially those whose future we are determining, we cannot 
miss this opportunity to redress the wrongs of the past and 
create a better future for us all. Our future generation is 
speaking clearly. We have been given an opportunity to find 
an avenue to listen and learn from each other, and to plan a 
way forward. It is vital that we do not miss this chance. Our 
grandchildren will not forgive us, if we do not act now!


