Writing...

IN SUPPORT OF A VOICE

By Peter McPhee AM

A referendum on an Indigenous Voice to Parliament will give
all Australians an opportunity to make an unequivocal state-
ment of respect for the perspectives of First Nations people on
matters of direct importance to them. It will highlight better
all those indices on which attempts to ‘close the gap’ are
falling short.

This is also an opportunity for non-Indigenous Australians
to make a statement of respect towards those First Peoples
whose lands were seized without formal cession or treaty,
and whose survival despite often deliberate discrimination
is a daily reminder of both extreme disadvantage and the
strength of their cultures.

Many objections have and will be raised by those who have
political reasons to oppose such recognition:

* We have been told that there is insufficient detail about
the Voice, ignoring the abundant documentation on
options and the role that Parliament will play subse-
quently in designing the specificities. Referendum
questions need to be clear and succinct, not drowned
in detail.

* We have been told that there is already an Indigenous
voice in Parliament through the presence of First Nations
MPs, ignoring the constraints that membership of polit-
ical parties imposes on individual MPs and the lack of
a representative voice for huge numbers of Indigenous
peoples.



* We have been told that this will be just another layer of
bureaucracy, ignoring the difficulties earlier representa-
tive bodies have experienced because they were too far
removed from being able to voice their views directly to
Parliament.

[ support the principle of a Voice unequivocally.

Yours sincerely,

(R ML

Emeritus Professor Peter McPhee AM



