Writing...

IN SUPPORT OF A VOICE

By Allegra Spender MP

There will almost certainly be a referendum on an Indigenous
Voice to Parliament later this year. I know there’s a lot of
support for the Voice in Wentworth, but there are also a lot
of questions. I look forward to working with and supporting
local and national Indigenous groups and communities at
this important moment in history.

The case for the Voice is strong. When the Australian Con-
stitution was written in the lead up to Federation in 1901,
Indigenous Australians were deliberately excluded. Since the
1990s Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians have been
working to try and right that wrong and recognise the special
place of First Nations Australians.

The proposed change to the Constitution will enable the
creation of a new advisory body — the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Voice, which is chosen by and representative
of Indigenous Australians, and can advise government
and parliament on matters which affect the lives of First
Nations People.

The body will be accountable and transparent and work
alongside existing organisations and traditional structures.
It will not create laws or be able to override parliament. For
more detailed information, please see here and here.

[ am supporting the Voice because First Nations people need
a seat at the table. Our laws and policies will be improved by
listening to a representative body of Indigenous Australians.


https://u6095790.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=gYbRhGOvY5JfjNuWEJqh24UQCrpLZa12ICg5aLbd9G0XdNfffHoDxQlngwJveklwK-2FjUYch80XT0acE4VcMQ2PbCWBLlS3oCk4ZzLHv3CCY-3D4q7C_WEEoyaTpxNSzuxiN4DrfS90nLW2-2Bzq34TSAvxFdyskh1VpTv3fe4IYYrGAYqGr7RwCY90nwVSYb5vmWuq5geXQMwj9uapkhpnoL94QPFoUsgWP0Z35RY54J0ZaEs46gMH0u9kC7hjGemHLcgOIKUjEhcwmfSqo2bk2NbRBvK1jQcbAhdv8jFqGUe6iIejT2QuvBs7nRZaTuuY8cnr2Tf5m6DxpoNLyNXN3FJeBALtQ3Er42Lk6wN2do0X0JfoJNSuXr0lf1tDnW-2BoQQRMiPqVVAr81Nwl-2F2Ov3caaqwfi0pclTO5FLSgLuDfxg1ECKrvCgZ568U8oIsMGQZTnHJtflWhqGG1F6GXR5tGh-2BMNMcwBW-2FwuxZHjZSxtbGuMfFmYImP53cHpsHLZE-2FzQ36Zx7fiJqso4tIsPwjj-2Be2LsquQsYvOn84o-2BV0tPn-2F59ZvRpf1JpCANKuJe-2FRuNDXxBgCXwgbN3ZjNdzn7J23n0sMW0-3D
https://u6095790.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=gYbRhGOvY5JfjNuWEJqh24Gp7UhkoyZkNeRmg1bBU9f46hk2071pCM9KwKE2uY9Hdm4U_WEEoyaTpxNSzuxiN4DrfS90nLW2-2Bzq34TSAvxFdyskh1VpTv3fe4IYYrGAYqGr7RwCY90nwVSYb5vmWuq5geXQMwj9uapkhpnoL94QPFoUsgWP0Z35RY54J0ZaEs46gMH0u9kC7hjGemHLcgOIKUjEhcwmfSqo2bk2NbRBvK1jQcbAhdv8jFqGUe6iIejT2QuvBs7nRZaTuuY8cnr2Tf5m6DxpoNLyNXN3FJeBALtQ3Er42Lk6wN2do0X0JfoJNSuXr0lf1tDnW-2BoQQRMiPqVVAr81Nwl-2F2Ov3caaqwfi0rOFtewW9N7mj-2BQIJ-2FjvdGh6vxV9fAFen-2FGPThJtK1MUi5qS3IAd-2Fomm5e8Ph-2FIJUvMbHnWxEODoazKrtPi7rQA9VrffgxCTeUQhnqHuI7iW4DzIEQJiP0SgA9z0A1gfCKySjkEjtR6ZcvDTgV0UesVLf7vf1SoKZ5guNE92-2BZrmvqAmwAWhI-2FP-2BdOHq1sp0Q8-3D

The Voice proposal was put forward by Indigenous Austra-
lians after a process of regional dialogues held around the
country, that led to the Uluru national dialogue in 2017. The
Uluru Statement from the Heart is an invitation to walk into
a better future, that brings together Indigenous Australians,
our British heritage and our multicultural achievement.
According to polling it has the support of 80% of Indigenous
Australians. It’s an opportunity we can’t afford to miss.

I know people have many questions about what the Voice is
and how it will work and I'll be doing all I can to make sure
the people of Wentworth have answers. We will be collabo-
rating with community groups and others to provide Went-
worth with factual information to advance a strong level of
understanding in the community when the time comes to
cast your vote. We will also be creating interactive forums
for discussion, and I would also like to hear your views

and answer your questions — please email me at
allegra.spender.mp@aph.gov.au.
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