
The French Revolution was an outcry against economic, 
governmental, political and social disenfranchisement and a 
call for constitutional change. The Ancien Régime gave voting 
power and other privileges to the elite 5% of the population 
in such a way that they could overturn the will of the other 
95%. The Voice to Parliament for First Nations Australians is 
a first step toward righting the wrongs of disenfranchisement 
that have traumatised this land.

When Louis XVI recalled the Estates General in May 1789, 
for the first time in 175 years, it was in response to wide-
spread social distress. But this recall also revealed the 
inequalities of the French structures in that the clerical 
elite and nobility could easily out-vote the “commons,” even 
though the “commons” had twice as many representatives. 
The formation of the National Assembly was about democra-
tising the constitution and the franchise. 

The call for the Voice to Parliament in Australia is not directly 
commensurate with the state of the French Revolution, yet 
there are distinct resonances in terms of social, economic 
and political inequalities and the lack of recognition of 
citizens of the nation. In many ways, the Voice to Parlia-
ment will be like the formation of the National Assembly as 
a step on the path toward democratisation. Yet more than 
just constitutional change, the French Revolution was about 
the democratisation of healthcare and education, as well as 
creating a voice for the People. The Voice is a start; it is about 
our national identity: what we stand for, the story we want to 
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tell, who we want to be. As Professor Megan Davis said 
in late February, the conversation “is not about politicians, 
it’s not about government, it’s not about media. It’s about 
Australians working together and rising above politics.”  
[The Guardian, 20 Feb. 2023]

The true democratisation of the French Revolution did not 
take place in the courts of law or government, or on the 
tennis courts from which the National Assembly was banned. 
It was in the coffee houses, the universities, and medical 
guilds. Further, as much as the metropolitan centres of Paris 
and Versailles were encompassed in revolution, there was 
often little difference brought about in regional France, where 
the inequalities persisted. As we vote yes for a Voice to Parlia-
ment, we need to recognise that we need to keep working 
toward the democratisation of education and healthcare 
within remote communities. The Voice needs to reach beyond 
the urban centres to encompass all of our disenfranchised 
First Nations citizens.

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2023/feb/20/voice-referendum-whos-behind-the-yes-and-no-campaigns-and-how-do-they-plan-to-convince-australia?CMP=share_btn_link

